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the ‘like of which the Highlanders had never before
tasted, but the mountaineers ate stolidly whatever
was sei in front of them. and if wunusual fAavors
saluted their palate the Strangers made no sign of
approval or the reverse.

The d wine of Burgundy, grown eold in the
king's cellars, they drank like water, emptying their
tankards a ast as the attemdant could refill them.
Soon the filuid. whose potency had been under-
estimated, began to have its . effect, and the dinner
tahle became noisy as the meal bprogressed, songs
bursting forth neow and then with strange shouts
and c¢ries more familiar to the hills of Loch Tay than
to the rafters of Stirlir The chief himseif lost the

olemn dignity which 1 at first characterized him,
and as he emptied flagon after flagon, he boasted
loudly of the vrowess of his ¢lan: foretold what he
would do in future fields now that he was allied with
the King of Scotland. Often forgetting himself, he
feill into the Gaelic, roaring forth a torrent of words

forth a trinmphal guickstep with many wonderful
Hourishes and va tions. Then at a word from the
chief each man placed his flagon on the table, whipped
out his sword, swung it overhead, to the amazement
of the courtiers, for it is not in accord with etiquette
to shovr cold steel the eves of the king. Down
came the blades stantly and together, each man
splitting in two the goblet he had drunk from.

“You must all come t: Loch Tay,” cried the chief,
“and I will yw vou a banqueting hall in honor of
James V such as you have never seen before.” Then
to the horror of the courtiers he suddenly smote the
king on back with his open paim and cried,
“Jamie, my lad, you’ll come and visit me at Loch
Tay?”’

he smitten king laughed heartily and replied:

“Yes, Finlay, I will.”

The next day the MacNabs set faces toward the
north on their long tramp home.
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Merrick was known to nearly all the public men
of the country, and was on terms of fr Aly" intimacy
with many of them. This did not in & way inter-
fere with his work, and he directed shafis at
friends and foes§ alike, without either fear or favor.
There was never anything malicious in what he said,
but there was always 2 striving for truth, and a ‘de-
gree of biting sarcasm for men who made sham and
false pretense the cloak of their real motives.

When it was recently announced that Senator
Quay was going to Harrisburg to personally supervise
the work of the legislature, and various reasons and
excuses were offered by friendly newspapers for his
visit, Merrick summed the matter up by saying:

“Perhaps Senator Quay has gone to Harrisburg
to tell Governor Pennypacker the true story of that
statehood fight.” 3 ;

One of the greatest compliments ever paid Merrick
came from the late President McKinleyr. He knew

admired Merrick, and was a constant reader of

editoriai ‘comment The last  presidential  cam-
paign was opening, 2nd Senator Hanna was talking
to the president about the character of literature the
natios committee intended sending through : the
country.

“If you could only get Harry Merrick,” said the
president, “they would not or mean something, but
the whole country wou 2d them.™

Merrick was an man, but he was always a
Demaocrat, from whic inferred that Mr. Mc-
Kinley's suggestion upon sincere admira-
tion.
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The news had come in, and editorials were being
written in eévery newspaper office in the country.

Merrick looked over the dispatches; and this is
what he wrote:

“Admiral Dewey Sundayed in Manila bay.”

it was all that was needed. The
told the story of the fight, and no other comment was
wanted.

‘et at the time this single line probably impressed
readers with the importance of Dewey’'s ‘achievencnt,
the courage and detormination he displayed and the
sweeping character of his victory better than a column
could have done.

A few specimens of Merrick’s work will serve to
show how comprehensive was his grasp oif affairs,
and how concisely he summed up a situation,

In the last colomn ne wrote for the Post, he said:

“The Pennsylvania legislature declines to legalize
anything so wicked a= betting on horse races. The
Penusylvania legislature are sure-thing men.”

The story had just come in showingvthat Senator
Stone of Missouri had been summoned to testify be-
fore the grand jury respecting his connection with
legislation affecting a baking powder eompapy. Mer-
rick had this to say:

“However, the Missouri brand of Republicanism
is too impotent to do much rising on the baking pow-
der scandal.” ; ;
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“Jim Tillms -onsiderable time to make up
his mind to kill Editor Gonzales. Perhaps that is why
he fears that he should not be hurried to a trial for
the erime.”

“The Hon. Josiah Quincy has a vice presidential
beom with adjustable couplers which can be readily

s long as Grover doesn’t

attached to any sound presidential boom that heaves °

in sight.”

“Po you know of any successful men who will ad-
mit their success is the result of reading the magazine
articles on ‘How to Be Successful?

“It is fortunate for St. Louis that the success of
the =xposition doesn’t depend upon the quality of her
aldermen.”

“Of course. Lawyer Beck will be able to lay aside
the anti-trust spectacles of Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral Beck.”

The most remarkabie feature of Merrick's work
was that while he had kept it up for years, it never
showed the slightest indication of deterioration.—
North American,
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one next to it. and this its neighbor, so that speedily
a line of fire ran along the of the l'z_l.\‘.l-'.
marking out the square round, 1
the curtain, the smaller tows
Then at the top of the bailey wall a
tanders lit torch after torch, and thus was the
castle illumined by a circle of fire. The hugs
was etched in flame against the sombre backgr
of the high mountain.

“Confess, legate,” cried the king, “that you
saw anything more 1 ~autiful, even in f 1

“] am willing to admit as much,”
man. |

Another blast from the bus and
on the castle itself disappeared, hou
the bailey wall remained 1 From
tower, keep, P and cur nimble
ers, torchless, ambled down,

For a moment the castle Ws
Auttering tartans, strongly illum
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while this perilous obatic perform e Ls
accomplished, and silence reigned over the royal party
until suddenly broken by the Italian.

“Highlander,” he cried, "your cas

“Ay,” said the Highlande
bugle again to his lips. ! r

At the next blast those on the v wall tx}r-lst

their torches, still burning. a 1 he chi of the
jors and swarmed to the grou De ¥ -'1'1!(1 as
safely as those on the main building. Now the lighted
torches that had been thrown on the roof of the
castle, disappearing a moment from sight, gave evi-
dence of their existence. Here and there a long tongue
61‘ flame sprang up and died down :
. “Can nothing be done to save shout-
ed the excitable Frenchman. “The i _f:llif tha
waterfall! Let us go back or the castle will be de-
Stro'}:gﬁﬂ',nd where wvou are,” said the chief, “and you
will see a sight worth coming north for.”

Now, almost with the su~1~1v':1r}z~ss .A,,(' an explosion,
great sheets of flame rose, towering into a mountain
of fire. The logs themselves :elned to redden as the
light glowed through ever crevice between them. The
bastions, the bailey walls, were great \\'b_ee}s of flame,
encircling a palace that had all tae vivid radiance
of molten gold. The valley for miles up and down
was lighter than the sun ever made it.

“Chieftain,’ said the legate in an awed whisper,
“js this conflagration accident or design?”

“It is our custom,” replied MacNab. *A monarch’'s
pathway must be lighted, and it is not fitting that a
residence once honored by our king should ever again
be occupied by any one less noble. The pine tree ig
the badge of my clan. At my behest the pine trea
sheltered the king. and now, at the blast of my bugle,
jt sends forth to the glen its farewell of fame.”
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